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As Angola is in the process of modernizing African country, Luanda is likely to become an international 
metropolitan city with significant influence in the global community by 2025. Given this promising future, and 
by invitation of the government of Angola, the China Academy of Urban Planning and Design (CAUPD) 
teamed up with scholars, urban planners, architects and Citic Construction, as well as officials and experts of 
various professions in Angola, to conduct a series of urban development and urban design studies for Luanda 
metropolitan, especially for the upgrading and renovation of slum in Kilamba Kiaxi-Belas urban areas. 

In the next decade, emerging economies will contribute more to global growth than developed countries 
combined for the first time. Not to mention that Africa will be one of the core areas of this economic growth. 
As a fast-growing country in Africa, Angola will undoubtedly play a significant role in the process.  

“Angola 2025 Long-term Development Strategy” is the result of a four-month study that recommends that 
Angola adopt a “diversified path” in search of a competitive and complementary urban system while relying 
on the long-term effects of market forces. 

BACKGROUND 
Luanda is Angola’s capital and it is the fourth largest city in Africa. It possesses great influence in Sub-
Saharan Africa and has the potential to become a global city. Thus, transforming Luanda into a modernized 
international African city is the first step towards Angola’s national revitalization.  

For this reason, over the course of the study, the authors traveled extensively around Luanda Province, listened 
to opinions across social classes, organized expert panels and discussions, and studied exemplary countries, 
especially China and those in Africa. Findings were then incorporated into Luanda’s local conditions to ensure 
that they can guide the city’s development in a scientifically sound manner. 
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Figure 1 Survey Route 

 

The survey yielded surprising results: there is a huge slum population base occupying an area of more than 
380 km2 of Luanda, a city with 480 km2 of construction area; these slums tightly surround the old colonial city 
of Luanda. 

Based on the statistics of the epidemic prevention station, the current total population in Luanda is around 6.5 
million, of which nearly 500 million people live in slums. Luanda faces a big challenge.  

In the survey process, slums caused a large number of problems across various aspects of society: environment, 
transport, employment, housing, sanitation and socio-spatial disparity, and more. Slums also limit the space 
and chance for future development in Luanda. 

Learning about the plight of slums, also led to the discovery of enormous potentials and opportunities. It is 
crucial to analyze the slums in Luanda from a positive perspective. 
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Potential strengths of slums 
Economic  

Plentiful labor force 

Low-skill level of employment opportunities 

Potential consuming market 

Social  

Low housing cost and services for low-income group 

Offer social service network for new migrants 

Cultural  

Carrier of diverse culture and grassroots culture  

By analyzing these drawbacks and potentials, it becomes apparent that in order to solve development 
problems in Luanda, solutions must proceed from the slums and from the micro-level of the slum residents. The 
most important issue that Luanda needs to address is the lack of capacity and the lack of opportunity, which 
are essential components to transform the labor resources into the demographic dividend. 
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Goals and spatial strategies 
The goal entails three macro-planning themes: firstly, economic revitalization that can enhance competitiveness 
and put Luanda as a front-runner in the Sub-Saharan region; secondly, inclusive growth that will benefit the 
general public in the economy’s initial stage; thirdly, strengthened infrastructure construction to improve the 
living environment. These  are the methods that will enable sustainable urban development that focus on 
livability.  

Economic revitalization 

To reach the first goal, Luanda may rely on industrial growth and agricultural rehabilitation. Industrial 
activities are the dominant forces of national economy; therefore, this plan will develop the industrial structure 
and chain. In addition, Angola has favourable conditions in terms of labour, land and climate. The 
development of agriculture can help ease the return of war migrants in the city to the countryside, thus 
balancing urban-rural development from a policy standpoint.  

Therefore, the plan includes the launch of industrial parks and the expansion of the specialized industrial axis. 
This would take the form of multi-industry parks including, for example, petrochemical and steel industry in 
Dande, construction material industry in Cacuaco, manufacturing and textile in northern Viana, food and 
pharmaceuticals in southern Viana, urban industry in southern Kilamba, logistic parks close to the new airport 
in Viana and the new cargo rail station in Cacuaco. 

Inclusive growth 

For the second goal, Luanda’s population will continue to grow closer to 12 million. But most of the residents 
lack labour skills. The Luanda modern service industry and tourism can provide a large amount of informal 
employment. These industries are complementary to each other, similar to the industrial and agricultural sector. 
The simultaneous development of tertiary industries with formal and informal economy will provide more 
employment opportunities.  

Strengthened infrastructure construction 

The third goal, infrastructure construction and improvement of living environment, is very important. 
Transportation is the lifeline for a city. It eases the pressure within the old city, helps the layout of urban space 
and arranges functions rationally. At the same time, transportation improves accessibility of the slum areas 
and reduces the negative impacts of socio-spatial disparity; moreover, it increases employment opportunities 
and improves the social environment.  

Examples of Transportation recommendations:  

 

1. Ports 

 Build Dande cargo port. 

 Increase passenger port planning. 

 Luanda port functioning only as a passenger port. 

 Expand capacity and establish ports in Panguila, Cacuaco, and Benfica. 
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 Port Ground Access Network 

 Connect port and railway. 

 Connect port and expressway. 

 

2. Railway 

 Plan a specific route to support Dande port ground access; build Cacuaco cargo depot. 

 Passenger transport for the inner city. 

 Freight transport to serve outskirts. 

 3. Airport Ground Access 

 Connect airport with ADR expressway.  

4. Road 

 3rd Ring road: through traffic. 

 Corridors: external-internal traffic. 

 North: NGK. 

 East：ADR. 

 South：Waterfront expressway. 

 Construct passenger station. 

 Construct cargo station. 
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In terms of environment and infrastructure upgrades, the following improvements are critical: improving 
transportation and municipal infrastructure in the Musseque area, completing social service infrastructure, and 
enhancing people’s quality of life, specifically through water system treatment, road linkages, corridor 
renovation and facility integration. 

Housing is a crucial issue at present. The plan proposes three methods for the strategic construction of housing: 
market-led development, government-led development, and resident-led construction. In a mid- to long-term 
plan, the slum areas will be gradually upgraded. 

Given Luanda’s current development status and project assignments, Luanda should avoid the inertia of 
sprawl. In its place, a dual-centric spatial structure with two axes and one belt would be more beneficial: a 
new central area in the periphery, extending toward inlands, and the western coastal region mainly used for 
tourism services. This will improve the organization of urban space while preserving flexibility for future 
development.  
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The spatial development strategy (Figure ##) takes into consideration the five feature elements of Luanda, 
namely the sea, old town, parks, airport, and streamlines. The strategy involves the creation of a 
comprehensive new town strategy supporting the construction of several new towns near the periphery of the 
second ring road, including Samba, Kilamba, Viana, Cacuaco, and Dande. 

 

 

After the establishment of Luanda’s spatial development strategy, the master plan of Kilamba Kiaxi-Belas 
and the urban design for Kilamba new town will serve as guidance for the construction of Kilamba new town, 
a catalyst for the interaction and development of the new towns and Luanda’s traditional urban center. This 
will help Luanda evolve from the current mono-centric structure as it expands its functions as the nation’s 
capital. 

As a fast-growing international city, Luanda bears the hope of Angola’s revitalization and the dream of 
people’s happiness. Through planning from a pro-poor perspective the eventual achievement of the goal of 
poverty eradication can offer an ever so bright future for Luanda. 

 


