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China’s Aid in African Urban 
Development 
C H I N A ’ S  A I D  W H I T E  P A P E R  O U T L I N E S  N E W  P A R T N E R S H I P S  A N D  
S T R A T E G I E S  F O R  A F R I C A  

B Y  S H E L L Y  M A O  X I A O J I N G ,  C H I N E S E  M I N I S T R Y  O F  C O M M E R C E  

INTRODUCTION 

Urbanization of Africa is increasing ever since the middle of 20th century. According to the status report on 
African Cities released in 2011 by United Nations Human Settlements Programme, city population of Africa in 
the next 40 years will be three times greater than that of the present. By 2050, 60% of Africans will be city 
residents. However, urbanization in Africa develops at a faster pace than modernization, which causes serious 
social problems, such as shortage of jobs, lagging city infrastructure, prevalence of slums, lack of basic city 
services etc. In order to foster the urban development of African nations, the Chinese government has offered 
help in the realms of infrastructure construction, education and sanitation, playing a positive role in alleviating 
the living and producing conditions for urban residents. 

1. AN OVERVIEW OF CHINA’S AID IN AFRICA 

China’s aid to Africa started in 1956, and by the end of 2010, China had offered aid to 51 African nations, 
building 933 complete projects, dispatching 18,000 medical workers and 353 young volunteers, providing 
training to 32,350 African people, discharging 320 debts of 35 heavy-loan and least-developed nations. 
Furthermore, China offered quantities of materials and emergent humanitarian aid to African countries. 
China’s aid to Africa ranges from economic infrastructure, public infrastructure, agriculture, industry, medical 
and health services, education, human resource training, to clean energy etc. 

Since the establishment of the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC), China has increased the flow of 
assistance to Africa. On the fifth Ministerial Conference of FOCAC, which finished earlier in June 2012, 
President Hu Jintao announced five new measures to promote new strategic partnerships with African 
countries. These measures include US$20 billion loan to be offered to African countries; infrastructure, 
agriculture, manufacturing, small and middle-sized enterprise support; and an increase in assistance through 
the Agriculture Demonstration Center, human resource training, medical and health service, environment 
protection, and water supply projects. 

2. CHINA’S AID IN PROMOTING AFRICAN URBAN DEVELOPMENT 



Infrastructure 
Since poor infrastructure is a main factor restricting urban development of African countries, it is a vital area 
of focus for China’s assistance to Africa. By 2010, China had built more than 500 infrastructure projects in 

Africa, most located in cities or built for the purpose of urban development. These projects involve many 
domains such as transportation, communication, electricity, water supply and housing. 

1) Transportation 

Gotera Interchange in Addis Ababa of Ethiopia: Finished in May 2009, with a total length of 8,281 meters 
(approach bridge included), it is the first interchange of Addis Ababa’s Ring Road, and interflows in four 
directions, greatly improving the transportation of Capital Addis Ababa. 

 

The 3rd Bridge in Bamako of Mali Finished in September 2011, located in the east of Bamako city, and 
crossing over the Niger River connecting the banks of the North and the South. With a total length of 2,294 
meters, including a main bridge of 1,627 meters and an interflowing interchange connecting banks, it is the 
largest non-reimbursable project of China’s assistance to West Africa.  

After construction of the third bridge of Bamako, not only is residents’ traveling greatly improved, but 
municipal construction and economic development are also boosted. 

2) Electricity 

During 1960s and 1980s, China helped numbers of African countries build hydropower stations, for 
example,金康and 丁基索 hydropower station in Guinea, Lagdo hydropower station in Cameroon, 毕科莫  
hydropower station in Equatorial Guinea, 布昂扎水hydropower station in the republic of the Congo, Mugere 
Hydropower station in Burundi etc. At the recipient countries’ invitation, China repaired these long-operating 
stations and they continue to play an important role in urban electricity supply today. 

 

Mugere Hydropower station in Burundi was established in 1982 with an installed capacity of 8000 
Kilowatt. After maintenance for several times, it is still the major electricity supply of Burundi’s capital, taking 
30% of the capital’s total electricity supply.  

3) Water Supply 
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Water Supply Project in Zinder, Niger: Completed and turned over to Niger in June 2005. The project 
consists of a water plant hinge of 1,400 m2, waterlines of 32 km, power transmission line of 28 km and a high 
water tower with a volume of 2,000 m3. The maximum daily water supply is 4,500 m3. The completion of the 
project solves the water supply problem of the city of Zinder, which had impacted hundreds of thousands of 
residents for over 80 years; it also substantially improves the living conditions and activates local economic 
development. 

 

Water Supply Project in Oyo, the Republic of Congo began in December 2008, and was completed and put 
into service in May 2010. It plays a large role in improving people’s living conditions. 

4) Low-cost Housing 

Low-cost housing in Mozambique, started on September 12, 2009, and was completed on October 22, 
2010, with a total area over 10,000 m2 and 150 sets of housing. 

Low-cost housing in Namibia, from 1995-1999, China constructed three phases of low-cost housing with a 
total area of 38,000 m2 

Medical and Health Service 
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By the end of 2010, China has constructed 65 hospitals, 30 centers for Malaria Control and Prevention, 
offered anti-malaria drugs worth RMB200,000,000  to 35 countries, helping to improve medical and sanitary 
conditions of African countries. 

Comprehensive Hospital in Ghana. The project started in April 2009, put into service in December 2010. It 
is located in the west of Teshie city, with an area of 24,000 m2 and 100 beds. It is a comprehensive hospital 
in large scale with medical care and malaria prevention 

The Friendship Hospital in Mauritania The project was completed in November 2011. It is located in the 
Slums district with large population in the capital of Mauritania. It is a modern comprehensive hospital, with 88 
beds in total. It greatly helps in ameliorating the medical services in the district. 

Human Resource Training 
In total, China has provided training programs to 30,000 people including government officials, 
entrepreneurial administrators, researchers and professional technicians. Training materials cover more than 
20 domains, ranging from economics, diplomacy, public administration, agriculture livestock and fishery, 
medical care, science and technology, education, environmental protection to finance. In order to promote 
African urban development, China set up a training course with the theme of “Urban Development Planning 
and Management”, sharing experiences of China’s urbanization, and fostering local talents of urban 
management for African countries. 

3. MAIN FEATURES OF CHINA’S AID IN AFRICAN URBAN PLANNING 

China’s aid takes into account the demands and needs of African 
countries, and the convergence of China’s comparative advantage, to 
maximize the tangible benefits of African countries. 
On the determination of assisting a project, China will firstly consider the development strategy and actual 
demands of the recipient countries, and then consider China’s capacity and comparative advantage. 
Infrastructure is one of the most important domains of China’s aid in African countries. On the one hand, it is 
urgently needed due to the urban development of African countries, and on the other hand, China can offer 
technically mature, high productivity project construction experiences and comparatively low-cost labor. It is 
the combination of the demands of recipient countries and the advantages of China that makes the aid 
produce the best possible results. 

Increasingly focus is put on projects related to livelihood in order to 
benefit more people 
During the conference of the UN Millennium Development Goals, Premier Wen Jianbao said, the primary goal 
of China’s aid is to help developing countries in promoting the fields related to people’s livelihoods. As a 
result, China further increased aid in related realms such as medical care, water supply and low-cost housing, 
in order to let ordinary city residents reap more benefit from China’s aid to African countries. 
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Other development funds are offered together with aid to more broadly 
advance African urban development. 
China offers various forms of development financing besides aid, including preferential buyer’s credit, China-
Africa development funds, and special loans for small and medium-sized enterprises. With the addition of 
these funds, China can support more and larger infrastructure projects, and facilitate manufacturing, industry 
and direct investment in Africa. In turn, these increase job opportunities, taxation and export revenues. 

 

 


